
The present study focuses on the tales of Hungarian-Roma writer Magda Szécsi, which were 
studied using the content analysis method. This study constitutes part of a larger research 
project that aims to provide methodological guidance for the integration of Roma pupils in 
schools that use Hungarian as the language of instruction. The types of function of primary 
socialization and the types of intra- and extra-familial interaction are illustrated via examples 
in the study. The motifs of happiness, anxiety, anger and misery in the tales of Magda Szécsi’s 
two books,  (Birds on the Golden Violin [1996]) and 

 (Mirror of the Horse Eye with the Gold Fish [1988]), are analysed in light of the 
aforementioned aspects. I applied the research method of qualitative content analysis and 
explained the forms of happiness and unhappiness in the books. There are many examples in 
the tales under discussion of the conditions of happiness and the reasons for misery in Roma 
culture. The three components determining the characters’ happiness or unhappiness are faith 
in God, idolatry and Gypsy law.
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Archaikus alakztatok a népmesében Jakab István cigány mesemondó (a késleltet  
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